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SUBJECT: DUTY FREE PRIVILEGES AND TAX LIABILITIES 
REF: (A) KUWAIT 4345, (B) STATE 183999. 

1 . REF A REPORTED THE ONLY IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES IN 
TREATMENT OF DIPLOMATIC VS NON-DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL. HOW- 
EVER. WE CONTACTED SEVERAL SOURCES AT THE PROTOCOL SECTION 
OF THE MFA TO MAKE SURE THAT WE HAD ALL THE FACTS. 

NONE OF OUR SOURCES THERE REALLY SEEMED TO KNOW PRE- 
CISELY WHAT THE DIFFERENCES WERE. HOWEVER. WE WERE ABLE 
TO DISTILL THE FOLLOWING FROM SEVERAL CONTACTS. THEY JIBE 
WITH OUR OWN OBSERVATIONS OF ACTUAL PRACTICE HERE. 

2. KUWAIT APPLIES THE VIENNA CONVENTION, AND THUS, 

THE DISTINCTIONS CONTAINED THEREIN ARE APPLIED INSOFAR AS 
IMMUNITY FROM PROSECUTION, ETC. ARE CONCERNED. 

3. OTHER DIFFERENCES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. DIPLOMATS MAY IMPORT GOODS AND PERSONAL EFFECTS AT 
ANY TIME DURING THEIR TOUR. NON-DIPS CAN ONLY DO SO DURING 
THEIR FIRST SIX MONTHS IN KUWAIT. 

B. DIPLOMATS ARE EXEMPT FROM ALL FEES FOR DRIVERS 
LICENSES AND AUTO REGISTRATION. NON-KPS PAY A TOTAL OF 
ABOUT $12 FOR THESE SERVICES. (ONCE PER TOUR). 
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C. DIPLOMATS ARE PERMITTED TO IMPORT LIQUOR, NON-DIPS 
ARE NOT. (ALL LIQUOR IS IMPORTED IN THE NAME OF THE 
EMBASSY AND IS AVAILABLE TO ALL EMBASSY STAFF MEMBERS 
THROUGH AMERICAN EMPLOYEES WELFARE ASSOCIATION.) 

D. DIPLOMATS HAVE FIRST PREFERENCE FOR THEIR 
CHILDREN IN KUWAITI (ARABIC) SCHOOLS. THIS IS NOT REALLY 
AN ISSUE FOR US. 
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4. NO ACTION IS UNDERWAY TO EQUALIZE THE DIFFERENCES. 
EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT MAJOR EFFORT REQUIRED TO GET 

GOK TO CONSIDER REMOVAL OF LICENSE AND REGISTRATION FEES 
WOULD PROBABLY BE UNSUCCESSFUL, ANYWAY. ALSO, WE ARE 
UNAWARE OF ANY COMPLAINTS FROM STAFF EMPLOYEES ON THIS 
MATTER. 

5. OUR ASSESSMENT OF THE DIFFERENCES THEREFORE, IS THAT 
THEY ARE MINOR, AND THAT ANY CAMPAIGN TO CHANGE THEM 
MIGHT BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 

MAESTRONE 
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